Quantitative detection of serum HBV DNA in Chinese patients.
The relationship between serum hepatitis Be antigen (HBeAg) and serum hepatitis B virus (HBV) DNA determined by two commercially available assays was examined in 345 Chinese patients with chronic HBV infection. HBV DNA was detected by these commercial assays in 85% of the HBeAg-positive patients. Discrepancies between test results were found to occur when serum HBV DNA levels were low (< 5 pg ml-1 for the Abbott Genostics and < 100 MEq ml-1 for Chiron Quantiplex assays). An equation for the conversion between results generated by these two assays was derived, which was found to be very similar to the equation recently described by Kapke et al.